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The Story of the Pilgrimsé

A |on9 time ago there were people
in Europe who were not allowed to
pray to God in their own way.

| these Europeans did not pray as
King James [*! told them to, they
were punished.

The people felt this was unfair.
They complained about it for awhile
~ but then they decided to change
their future.

These people were the Pilgrims and
they decided to leave Europe and
go to the New World across the
ocean.

They left a lot behind but most of
all they left behind safety and
comfort so they could be free to
worship God in their own way.
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The group of men, women, and
children set sail in two ships called
the Speedwell and the Mayflower.

The Speedwell was not seaworthy so
they had to turn back and take
only the Mayflower.

The trip began on September |6,
1620 and the people were excited -
but also afraid and alone.

It took the Pilgrims and the crew
66 days to reach the New World
and a few more weeks to find a
good location.

They wanted to land at a Virginia

settlement where they were told to
live by the King ~ but they were too
far north.



Being very tired and ready for the
trip to be over, they decided to
land near present day Cape Cod.

The Pilgrims had little food lef't,

the year was late, and the weather
was getting worse ~ so they
decided to go ashore.

Before anyone was allowed to
leave the ship they drew up a
contract called the Mayflower
Compact.

This was an agreement that they
would live under one government
so that there would not be
lawlessness.

They then asked for a new Charter
from England to stay in their new
location.



The Pilgrims had a very hard time
in the New World.

They landed at Plymouth Rock to
empty beaches, no homes, and no
one to greet them that December

in 1620.

[t was winter and it was cold and
windy and soon enough people
started to get sick.

About half of the people died

over the winter.

But spring eventually came and
the remaining Pilgrims got to work.

They met some of the native
people and made friends and
planted food, went hunting, and
fishing.



Together they worked hard and by
fall they had a bountiful harvest.

ey invite eir native friends to
They invited thei tive friends 1
join them in a great feast!

The feast was meant to show God

they were grateful for their good
fortune.

The native people brought food
too and the whole group ate deer,
fowl, nuts, fish, and vegetables.

This was the First Thanksgiving ana

we still celebrate this holiday every
fourth Thursday of November.
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Why Am | Thankful?

'm thankful for the rain
That helped the ripening grain.

'm thankful for the sun;:
That shines for everyone.

'm thankful for the store:
Of grain the wheat-fields bore.

’'m thankful for the barn:
So full of golden corn.

I'm thankful | may eat;
Ripe apples, red and sweet.

'm thankful, | must say;
For health and strength each day

And | my thanks must tell;
For the home | love so well.
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| thank our God above:
For mother’s tender love.

| thank God for his care;

The food and clothes | wear.

Let all your praises ring;

Thank God for everything.

That truly is the way;
To keep Thanksgiving Day.

 Why are YOU thankful?
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Draw a picture of some things you are thankful
: for in the space provided.
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|f you have a kind word, say it;
Throbbing hearts soon sink to rest;
[f you owe a kindness, pay it;
Life's sun hurries to the west.

|f you can do a kind deed, then do if,
From despair some soul to save; :
Bless each day as you pass Through |T
Marching onward to the grave.

|t some grand thing for tomorrow
You are dreaming, then do it now;
From the future do not borrow;
Frost soon gathers on the brow.

Speak thy word, perform thy duty,
Night is coming deep with rest;
Stars will gleam in fadeless beauty,
Grasses whisper over thy breast.

Days for deeds are few, my brother,
Then today fulfill thy vow;
[f you mean to help another,

: Do not dream it — do it now. :
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Who do you thank for good things?

Draw a picture of your family on Thanksgiving.
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Thanksgiving Acrostic.
By Annie A. White

T is for turkey, our own royal bird,

: His for hour when he said not a word.

: A is for auntie who dressed him that day,
: N is for nap that he took as he lay.

: Kin for king, for he is, we all own.

S is for sauce, the kind so well known.

: G is for gratitude to God who is good,

[ is for illness for over-much food.

: Vs for vine which decorates well

[ is for ivy which comes from the dell.

: N is for nuts which we all love to eat,

G is for games, and " Thanksgiving's" complete.
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